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SUBJECT: SELECTION OP ADDITIONAL COMMITTEE ON DISARMAMENT 
(CD) MEMBERS: KENYAN CANDIDACY 

REFS: A) GENEVA 13606; B) STATE 206907 

1 . WE WOULD LIKE TO SEE KENYA SELECTED AS ADDITIONAL 
SUB-SAHARAN APRICAN MEMBER POR CD AND ALSO BELIEVE IT WOULD 
SERVE US INTEREST TO ACCOMMODATE NIGERIANS, AND SPECIPICAL- 
LY AMBASSADOR ADENIJI, BY BEING RESPONSIVE TO REQUEST 
REPORTED REPTEL. AT SAME TIME, WE WOULD NOT WISH TO GIVE 
KENYA PAUSE IMPRESSION OF THE DEGREE OF SUPPORT US COULD 
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OPFER IT IN ITS COMPETITION WITH OTHER AFRICAN CANDIDATES. 

SELECTION PROCESS WILL REQUIRE AGREEMENT ON A SLATE AS A 
WHOLE, AND IF SCHIEVING OUR MORE IMPORTANT OBJECTIVES 
(SEATS POR A NATO COUNTRY, AUSTRALIA AND VENEZUELA) SHOULD 
REQUIRE ACCEPTANCE OF A BLACK APRICAN STATE OTHER THAN 
KENYA, WE WOULD DO SO. 
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2. IN LIGHT OF THESE CONSIDERATIONS, EMBASSY SHOULD DIS- 
CUSS CD MEMBERSHIP QUESTION WITH KENYAN GOVERNMENT ALONG 
THE EOLLOWING LINES: 

- WE WERE PLEASED WITH EARLIER INTEREST EXPRESSED BY 
KENYA IN BEING SELECTED AS ONE OF THE ADDITIONAL EIVE TO 
EIGHT MEMBERS TO BE ADDED TO THE COMMITTEE ON DISARMAMENT. 

- WE UNDERSTAND, HOWEVER, THAT OTHER BLACK AERICAN 
STATES HAVE BEEN MORE ACTIVE IN PROMOTING THEIR CANDIDACY. 
WE HAVE THE IMPRESSION FROM OUR CONSULTATIONS THAT THERE 
WOULD BE SUPPORT EOR KENYA AMONG OAU STATES, INCLUDING 
NIGERIA, BUT THAT THIS WILL NOT MATERIALIZE UNLESS KENYA 
BECOMES A MORE ACTIVE CANDIDATE. 

- WE WOULD THEREEORE URGE KENYA TO MAKE ITS CONTINUED 
INTEREST IN THE CD KNOWN TO KEY AFRICAN STATES (INCLUDING 
CCD MEMBERS NIGERIA, ETHIOPIA, ZAIRE, EGYPT AND MOROCCO) 
BOTH AT THE UN IN NEW YORK AND IN CAPITALS. 

- WHILE THE US IS FAVORABLY DISPOSED TO THE KENYAN CANDI- 
DACY, WE CANNOT OF COURSE OEEER ANY ASSURANCE THAT IT WILL 
BE SUCCESSEUL. THE EINAL SLATE OE ADDITIONAL CD MEMBERS 
AGREED UPON WILL HAVE TO REPRESENT A BALANCE ACCEPTABLE 
TO ALL GROUPS. (EYI. THERE APPEARS TO BE GENERAL AGREE- 
MENT ON ALGERIA AS CHOICE EOR NON-BLACK-AERICAN PLACE. 
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END EYI.) 

- SINCE SELECTION PROCESS MAY MOVE RAPIDLY OVER THE NEXT 
WEEK, KENYA SHOULD ACT QUICKLY. CHRISTOPHER 
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